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was surrendered by the Governor on July 30.

After the fall of Tournai the Allied army moved
against Mons, still further away from the main
road to Paris, and Villars, surprised by their
decision, left his own lines with a view to inter-
rupting the siege. Between the two armies there
ran a screen of forest, but in the forest were two
big gaps. The Allies reached the northern gap
first, but Villars was first at the southern gap -
known as the gap of Malplaquet. Both sides
were prepared to fight. According to one opinion
Marlborough tempted Villars by leaving the gaps
open. Another opinion has it that Villars sur-
prised Marlborough by feinting at the northern
gap before occupying the southern. In any case
there seems little doubt that Villars was willing,
and had permission from Versailles, to try a
defensive battle in order to strengthen the morale
of the raw French troops and that, on the other side,
Marlborough and Eugene preferred an attempt
to destroy the last French army rather than
simply cover the siege of Mons. Villars occupied
the woods on both sides of the Malplaquet gap
with infantry, built redans (earthworks) in his
centre and drew up his troops in a concave V-
shape so that if the enemy entered between the
two receding wings they would be overwhelmed
by a withering fire. But the experienced generals
opposite were too wise to fall into so obvious a
trap. Their plan, on the contrary, was to assault
the two French wings so fiercely that Villars
would be obliged to weaken his centre ; then
fifteen battalions of British infantry, kept in
reserve, could break through.
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